
 

 

 United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
 

  Virginia Field Office 
6669 Short Lane 

Gloucester, VA 23061 
 

 

April 3, 2015 
 
Ms. Valerie Clarkston 
Environmental Solutions & Innovations, Inc. 
4525 Este Avenue  
Cincinnati, OH 45232 
 

Re: Mountain Valley Pipeline, Virginia 
Segments 

  
Dear Ms. Clarkston: 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the project package for the referenced 
project. Mountain Valley Pipeline plans to construct a 42-inch diameter natural gas pipeline to 
allow producers and end-users a direct route to transport new gas supplies. The project will 
extend from the existing Equitrans transmission system near Mobley in Wetzel County, WV to 
Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Company’s Zone 5 compressor station 165 in Pittsylvania County, 
VA. In Virginia, the pipeline is expected to cross Craig, Franklin, Giles, Montgomery, 
Pittsylvania, and Roanoke Counties. The following comments are provided under provisions of 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531-1544, 87 Stat. 884), as amended, Bald and 
Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668c, 54 Stat. 250), as amended, and Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1940 (16 U.S.C. 703-712, 40 Stat. 755).   
 
Our recommendations are based on the route alignment provided on March 6, 2015. Once the 
action area of the project is finalized, an additional review that includes all attendant facilities, 
staging areas, etc. will be necessary. Action area refers to all areas directly or indirectly affected 
by the proposed action and not only the immediate area involved in the action.  
 
Migratory birds are a Federal trust resource and are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act. The project package did not include information on proposed impacts to migratory birds and 
their habitats. The Service will provide additional comments upon receipt of a plan that identifies 
and addresses impacts to migratory birds.  
 
We recommend a detailed habitat assessment be conducted for the federally listed and proposed 
species below within the specified areas of potential habitat. An approved surveyor can conduct 
these habitat assessments in the action area to identify suitable habitat and survey for the species 
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if suitable habitat is identified. Surveys are not needed if the approved surveyor determines that 
no suitable habitat is present.  
 
A table of optimal survey times for plants can be found on our website at: 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/pdf/endspecies/MISC/20120125_VIRGINIA survey 
time frame for plants.pdf.  
 
A list of qualified surveyors can be found on our website at: 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/endspecies/surveyors.html. This list does not include 
all individuals qualified or authorized to survey for these species. If you select someone not on 
the pre-approved surveyor list, provide the proposed surveyor’s qualifications and proposed 
survey design to this office for review and approval prior to initiating the survey. Send copies of 
all habitat assessments and/or survey results to this office.  
 

• James spinymussel (Pleurobema collina): federally listed endangered. We have reviewed 
the study plan entitled, “Freshwater mussel (Unionidae) site assessments, surveys, and 
relocations for the proposed Mountain Valley Pipeline in Virginia.” Because this species 
has been documented in Craig, Johns, Little Oregon, and Dicks Creeks in Virginia, 
presence/absence surveys are not be necessary in these streams. Habitat assessments are 
necessary for other perennial streams in the Craig Creek watershed in Craig County. We 
recommend that alternative routes be developed that avoid this watershed due to its 
importance to the conservation and recovery of this species. Formal consultation pursuant 
to the Endangered Species Act between the Service and Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission is likely if this route or other routes in this watershed are pursued. Any 
relocation of federally listed mussels must be authorized by the Service prior to 
relocation. This species also occurs in South Fork Potts Creek in West Virginia and 
coordination with Service’s West Virginia Field Office is necessary (see contact 
information below). 
 

• Roanoke logperch (Percina rex): federally listed endangered. Because this species has 
been documented in the Pigg, Roanoke, and North Fork Roanoke Rivers, 
presence/absence surveys are not necessary in these rivers. Habitat assessments are 
necessary for other perennial streams in the Roanoke River watershed in Montgomery, 
Roanoke, Franklin, and Pittsylvania Counties. 

 
• Northeastern bulrush (Scirpus ancistrochaetus): federally listed endangered. Potential 

habitat occurs in Craig and Giles Counties between points -80.237, 37.416 and -80.246, 
37.42; -80.284, 37.387 and -80.287, 37.392; and -80.688, 37.392 and -80.693, 37.402.  
 

• Smooth coneflower (Echinacea laevigata): federally listed endangered. Potential habitat 
occurs in Roanoke and Montgomery Counties between points -80.364, 37.275 and -
80.329, 37.268; 80.242, 37.319 and -80.243, 37.316; -80.21, 37.246 and -80.202, 37.242; 
and 80.198, 37.229 and 80.197, 37.227. 
 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/pdf/endspecies/MISC/20120125_VIRGINIA%20survey%20time%20frame%20for%20plants.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/pdf/endspecies/MISC/20120125_VIRGINIA%20survey%20time%20frame%20for%20plants.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/endspecies/surveyors.html
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• Mitchell’s satyr butterfly (Neonympha mitchellii mitchellii): federally listed endangered. 
Potential habitat occurs in Franklin and Montgomery Counties. 
 

• Bats  
• Surveys for potential hibernacula including cave openings and cave-like 

structures (e.g., abandoned or active mines, railroad tunnels) should be conducted 
following the guidance on page B3 of the Northern Long-Eared Bat Interim 
Conference and Planning Guidance within the action area of the proposed 
pipeline route. This guidance is available at:  
http://www.fws.gov/Midwest/endangered/mammals/nlba/pdf/NLEBinterimGuidan
ce6Jan2014.pdf. 

 
• In areas where tree removal will occur, surveys should be conducted by an 

approved surveyor following the most recent version of the Range-wide Indiana 
Bat Summer Survey Guidelines (available at: 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/endangered/about.html) for the 
following species in the areas specified below within suitable habitat. 

 
• Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis): federally listed endangered. Potential habitat 

occurs in Giles, Montgomery, Roanoke, and Craig Counties.  
 

• Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) (NLEB):  federally 
proposed endangered (effective May 2, 2015 this species will be federally 
listed threatened with an interim 4(d) rule). Potential habitat occurs in 
Franklin, Giles, Montgomery, Pittsylvania, Roanoke, and Craig Counties. 
 

• The proposed route intersects with Tawneys Cave in Giles County, a 
known hibernaculum for Indiana and Northern long-eared bats. We 
recommend a minimum 5 mile buffer from the known hibernaculum 
opening and any mapped passages.  

 
• Specific comments on the revised study plan dated March 6, 2015: 

• Page 4 – Per page B5 of the NLEB Interim Conference and Planning 
Guidance, revise the description as follows, “a field survey, where access 
can be obtained, of all land within one-half mile of the edge of the project 
footprint and documentation (i.e., literature search) of all known caves and 
abandoned mine portals within 3 miles of the outside edge of the project 
footprint should be conducted.”  
 

• Page 5 – Per page B6 of the NLEB Interim Conference and Planning 
Guidance, if you plan to conduct spring portal/cave surveys they must be 
conducted between April 1 and April 21 and prior to any tree clearing. A 
minimum of three nights of sampling per week for three weeks (i.e., 9 

http://www.fws.gov/Midwest/endangered/mammals/nlba/pdf/NLEBinterimGuidance6Jan2014.pdf.
http://www.fws.gov/Midwest/endangered/mammals/nlba/pdf/NLEBinterimGuidance6Jan2014.pdf.
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/endangered/about.html
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nights of sampling) is required at each suitable entrance as determined by 
the Phase 1 Habitat Assessment. Your study plan proposes two evenings 
of sampling. Fall portal/cave surveys can be conducted rather than spring 
surveys. Per page B5 of the NLEB Guidance, surveys must be conducted 
between September 1 and October 31 and prior to any tree clearing. A 
minimum of two nights of sampling is required at each suitable entrance 
as determined by the Phase 1 Habitat Assessment. 
 

• Page 5 - Per page B6 of the NLEB Interim Conference and Planning 
Guidance, harp traps and/or mist nets should be monitored for captured 
bats on 10-minute intervals. Your study plan states “traps are checked at 
least once per hour or continuously if the catch rate is greater than 25 bats 
per hour.” Change your plan to reflect the NLEB Interim Guidance. 
 

• Address and incorporate comments the Service provided on November 26, 
2014 on the study plan dated November 3, 2014. Specifically comments: 
SH10, SH11, SH12, and SH13. 

 
To assist us in analyzing effects to federally listed and proposed species from the proposed 
action, provide the following information to this office: 
 

• For proposed stream crossings where federally listed species are present, provide us an 
analysis that outlines all alternatives considered for that crossing, how the determination 
was made that the selected alternative was the least environmentally damaging, an 
analysis of effects to the stream anticipated due to the pipeline approaches to each side of 
the stream, and the proposed schedule/timing of the crossing. If boring or drilling is 
proposed, provide a best professional opinion on the likelihood that drilling fluids will 
escape through the bedrock to the stream.  

 
To avoid and minimize impacts to federally listed and proposed species, incorporate the 
following conservation measures into the proposed project: 
 

• To address impacts to summer bat habitat (see Appendix D of the NLEB  Interim 
Conference and Planning Guidance):  leave dead or dying trees standing (if not a safety 
hazard), maintain or improve forest patches and forested connections (e.g., hedgerows, 
riparian corridors) between patches, clearly demarcate trees to be protected vs. cut to help 
ensure contractors do not accidentally remove more trees than anticipated, 
avoid/minimize tree clearing that fragments large forested areas or tree lined corridors 
(e.g., route linear features along the edge of a woodlot instead of through the middle).  

  
We recommend that you contact Liz Stout (West Virginia Field Office) at 304-636-6586 or 
elizabeth_stout@fws.gov to coordinate the portions of the project in West Virginia.  
 

mailto:elizabeth_stout@fws.gov
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Once the action area of the project is finalized, an additional review that includes all attendant 
facilities, staging areas, etc. will be necessary. If habitat assessments and/or surveys determine 
that suitable habitat for listed or proposed species are present, this office will work with you to 
ensure that the project avoids or minimizes adverse impact to listed species and their habitats. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Kim Smith at (804) 824-2410 or via email at 
kimberly_smith@fws.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
  
 
 
       Cindy Schulz 
       Field Supervisor 

Virginia Ecological Services 
 
 
cc: FERC, Washington, D.C. (Attn:  Paul Friedman) 

Service, Elkins, WV (Attn:  Liz Stout) 
 VDCR-DNH, Richmond, VA (Attn:  Rene Hypes) 

VDGIF, Richmond, VA (Attn:  Amy Ewing) 

mailto:kimberly_smith@fws.gov
tandersen
Typewritten Text
FOR


		2015-04-03T16:26:03-0400
	TROY ANDERSEN




