
 

Help Stop the Pipeline! (full text) 

PRESERVE CRAIG PETITION TO THE FERC – ITEMS TO INCLUDE in Environmental Impact Statement 

(EIS) FOR Docket No. PF15-3-000 

We the undersigned citizens respectfully request that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) accept and act 

upon the following issues regarding the proposed Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP) natural gas transport project. 

The same path as the Mountain Valley Pipeline, Alternate 110 routes was thoroughly studied by the federal government 

and the Commonwealth of Virginia as to suitability for a utility corridor.  In 1996 the Alternative 110 routes were denied 

as a utility corridor.  Therefore the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) should promptly eliminate the 

Alternate 110 routes from further consideration in the certification process.  If not eliminated at this time, then the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) must thoroughly analyze and respond to the following issues as they 

specifically relate to the 110 routes and Craig County during its environmental impact review process: 

1) UNSTABLE SLOPES and KARST TERRAIN.  Construction on our very steep slopes will cause irreparable damage.   

2) ENDANGERED SPECIES.  Soil erosion will pollute streams and harm wildlife, including the rare and endangered James 

Spinymussel, Atlantic Pigtoe, Roughhead Shiner, Orange Finned Madtom.   The pipeline would disrupt bald eagles, bats, 

and several plant species.   

3) WATER QUALITY.    Craig County is headwaters and primary water storage reserve for much of the mid-Atlantic.   

Construction will harm our water supply, negatively impacting springs, wells, surface and underground.     Clean water, a 

matter of national security, is critically important to Craig County with its heavy dependence on wells and springs for 

household and livestock supply, and for all who live downstream.  

4) CULTURAL ATTACHMENT.  With 5000+ residents in a County dominated by 54% National Forest, the landscape is 

what defines us, our communities, and our lifestyles.  A deforested corridor will permanently scar the landscape and our 

view sheds and irreparably damage our ties to the land, to which our rural culture is significantly attached. 

5) ECONOMIC IMPACT.  Negative economic impacts to tourism, agricultural land usage, and property values will directly 

harm Craig County and needs to be assessed by itself and separately, in the context of Environmental Justice given the 

disproportionate number of elderly in the population and the number living under the poverty level. 

6) PUBLIC SAFETY.  As a matter of public safety, including fear of and risks of human harm, MVP must avoid any 

structures within the 3709 foot “Recommended Evacuation Distance”. Location near wilderness and much national 

forest poses risk of devastating forest fire. 

7) INFRASTRUCTURE.  The pipeline corridor is dangerously close to flood control dams in the Johns Creek area that will 

be at risk from excess sediment and storm water runoff.  Impacts on the dams and loss of flood control must be 

analyzed. 

8) ALTERNATIVES.  There must be thorough analysis of all alternative means of transporting natural gas including rail, 

the use of existing utility and transportation corridors, as well as shorter transport to Lake Erie and subsequent LNG or 

compressed gas by ship to domestic and foreign markets.  

9) LIABILITY.  There needs to be a requirement of a permanent bond to be held by Craig County, adequate to cover all 

potential future costs and damages, including FEMA reimbursements, and eventual removal of the pipeline.  This is 

especially important given that Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP) is a limited liability company (LLC) and EQT, managing 

partner of Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP), has a record of committing environmental crimes. 

These significant negative impacts cannot be avoided nor mitigated.  If the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

(FERC) does not exclude the Alternate 110 routes from further consideration, the Environmental Impact Statement 

(EIS) must provide full and complete analysis of these effects and alternatives. 

Please go to petitionbuzz .com to sign the on line version 



 

How Can You Help? 

1. Write a letter to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
    (FERC) expression opposition to the Mountain Valley Pipeline 
    before the comment period ends on June 16th! 

 
   Paper Letters should be addressed like this and mailed by June 12 (to be sure it arrives in time): 

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 

      Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

      888 First Street NE, Room 1A 

      Washington, DC 20426 

 

 Re: Docket # PF15-3-000 - Mountain Valley Pipeline 

 

Dear Ms. Bose:     

              (Ms. Bose is NOT the FERC decision maker, but is the person to whom we need to send the letters. She records  

               your comments in the official docket and sees that they are provided to the FERC Commission and staff.) 

 

               WHAT YOU SHOULD SAY 
                  Tell your own story about your land.  Write about what is important to you.  We have to tell them about our  
              unique home and our concerns NOW, so it will be in the public record.  Your comments should focus on 
              the possible environmental effects, safety concerns, water quality and quantity, visual effects, reasonable 
              alternatives, and   measures to avoid or lessen environmental impacts. 

        For directions on filing comments electronically, go to our webpage at  
      www.PreserveCraig.org 
 

2.  Volunteer to help us get the word out.  Craig County residents 
      will receive no benefits from the gas being transported. 
      Mountain Valley Pipeline will impact every citizen of Craig 
     County! 

 
3.  Donate to Preserve Craig, Inc. by sending a check to: 
      Preserve Craig, Inc. 
      P.O. Box 730 
      New Castle, VA  24127       
      or go to our webpage www.PreserveCraig.org and make a donation through  
      Paypal. 

 

http://www.preservecraig.org/
http://www.preservecraig.org/

